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Welcome to

Harpenden Academy
I have been
lucky enough
to be part of
the Harpenden
Academy
history and
successes since
September 2016. My aim as
headteacher is to make sure that
every year, we see our children
learning happily and, of course,
succeeding both academically and
socially so that they grow into happy,
knowledgeable and caring citizens
of whom we can all be proud.
As a parent and teacher I understand that
choosing a school for your child is a big
decision. Our approach to learning inspires
our children to be kind, caring individuals with
high aspirations. The children enjoy achieving
high standards in the essential academic areas
of reading, writing and maths, but they also
have a creative curriculum which runs through
our teaching which addresses the exciting
areas of computing, design and technology,
art, geography, religious education, science,
history, MFL, PSHCE and physical education.

Harpenden Academy also provides many
varied and exciting experiences for our
children, as we believe that a primary school
should have a powerful impact on children’s
lives. It should allow them to be children whilst
having a wide variety of experiences which will
inform the adult they will eventually become.
Our children love their school and describe it
as “fun”, “caring” and “exciting” which is no less
than it should be. It is impossible to convey
the friendly, caring atmosphere of the school
or the commitment and enthusiasm of the
staff. The only way is to come and see it
for yourselves!
Lisa Davies, Headteacher

“I feel like I can achieve
anything, because I know my
Harpenden Academy family
will support me.”
Pupil
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Vision & Values
Our vision for Harpenden Academy
is to produce responsible young
people of whom we can all be
proud. In our school community,
we have high aspirations for every
individual. We firmly believe it is
our duty to provide the very best
all round educational experience
and prepare students for a happy
and successful life in an ever
changing world.
The shared values of Harpenden Academy
community are summed up by the Scholars
Education Trust ACE:
• Achievement
• Care
• Excellence
The ACE underpins everything that we do and
provides a secure basis for all that we strive
to accomplish.
• Achievement in academic, artistic, sporting,
cultural and in other forms with a focus on
teaching and learning
• Care for students, staff and others within and
beyond the school community
• Excellent standards, manners, honesty,
personal integrity and uniform

Here at Harpenden Academy we have been
looking at our own values as an individual,
as a family, as a class and as a wider school
community. We weave these values into our
curriculum and our way of life at school so that
we grow into good citizens to be proud of.
We have 22 values 1 for each month over
a 2 year rolling programme. The values are
integrated into our assemblies, lessons and
the culture of our school. The values are:
Respect, Resilience, Patience, Hope, Honesty,
Love, Fairness, Curiosity, Determination, Faith,
Friendship, Positivity, Independence, Courage,
Caring, Gratitude, Kindness, Imagination,
Humour, Tolerance, Trust and Responsibility.

“My children have thrived at
Harpenden Academy from the
moment they walked through
the doors. The progress they
have made is phenomenal.
This is such a nurturing school
where the children are at
the centre.”
Parent
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Governors
& FOHA
The Governors at Harpenden Academy are a proactive and dynamic team
that provide steady guidance to ensure the school’s strong growth and
infrastructure development. The “Friends of Harpenden Academy” and the
School Council provide additional support to an extremely vibrant and
thriving school community.
Friends of Harpenden Academy ( FOHA) is
our Parent Teacher Association. Together,
we raise - on average - more than £10,000
each year, from events and activities that we
enjoy running and our school community
enjoys attending. This money is spent on
school infrastructure, materials, activities and
equipment, which make a huge difference
to the quality of education experience our
wonderful teachers can provide the children
at our school.
All Friends members are welcome to come
to meetings. We meet every month in the
evening, and then retire to a local pub. Friends’
meetings are social, welcoming and a great
way to get to know the school. We also have
“Class Reps “who work closely with each
class teacher over the year who help provide
the link between the parents and Friends
of Harpenden Academy. Like every parent,
class reps are invited to the monthly FOHA
meetings to gain a broader understanding of
what the Friends do for the school.

We are always looking for new people to bring
their skills, energy and drive to the group and
you would be mostly warmly welcomed…
come along!

“It’s wonderful being a part
of such a passionate team
of parents. I have thoroughly
enjoyed our events this
year, especially the comedy
night, the family barn dance
and the quiz night. Seeing
the construction of the new
play equipment, paid for
by the FOHA, has been a
great reward!”
Parent
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Excellence
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Early Years
Foundation
Stage (EYFS)
Before starting in Reception there will be a series of meetings for parents and
children alike which will provide you with opportunities to talk to the staff
and ask any questions regarding the Early Years Foundation Stage approach
and our starting and settling-in procedures.
Parents will also have the option of a home
visit at the start of the Reception year where
we have the chance to see your child in their
home environment where they are relaxed and
at ease. This gives us the opportunity to talk to
parents on a more private level and to find out
more about your child’s personality.
Our EYFS aims to develop each child to their
full potential by offering a ‘principled play
based approach to learning and development’.
Young children learn best through play. Our
Early Years practitioners will be able to provide
your child with appropriate play and learning
experiences for their stage of development
and help them develop new skills. The
activities that are provided for young children
will underpin the skills they need to work
towards the Early Learning Goals at the end of
their Reception year at school.
The EYFS curriculum enables practitioners
to recognise your child’s strengths and areas
where they need more support to develop
new skills. For young children it is important
that they are made to feel safe and secure in
their surroundings. This is aided by having
a key person within the class who gets to

know you and your child well and builds a
positive relationship with you as a family. In
the Reception at Harpenden Academy your
Key Worker will be the class teacher and the
teaching assistant in your class.
The EYFS also encourages practitioners and
parents/carers to work together. For you
this means the opportunity for you to input
information about your child’s development
in discussions with your class teacher. At
Harpenden Academy we have an open door
policy which means we are always ready to
help and discuss any thoughts or concerns.

“Currently Harpenden Academy
offers an outstanding transition
process. Transition visits are
organised for children in their
early years setting and then a
further home visit is carried out.
This has resulted in happy well
settled children that are ready
to learn.”
Hertfordshire Early Years Adviser
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The School Day
At Harpenden Academy we operate a “soft start” to the school day meaning
that children can come directly into the classrooms at 8.30 am. The school
day starts however at 8.45am.
Reception and Key Stage 1

Key Stage 2

• Morning 8.45 am – 12.00 noon

• Morning 8.45 am - 12.30 pm

• Morning break (KS1) 10.15 am - 10.30 am

• Morning break 10.30 am - 10.45 am

• Lunchtime 12.00 pm - 1.00 pm

• Lunchtime 12.30 pm - 1.30 pm

• Afternoon session 1.00 pm - 3.20 pm

• Afternoon session 1.30 pm - 3.20 pm

Curriculum
Our school’s curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order
to promote learning, personal growth and development. We offer children
a broad, balanced, differentiated and relevant curriculum which recognises
individual developmental needs and takes account of The National
Curriculum subjects.
We aim to provide children with the ability
to meet the unknown challenges of the
twenty-first century. We focus on developing
children’s learning capacity so that they can
become positive, responsible citizens who
can work and co-operate with others while at
the same time developing their knowledge
and skills, in order to be the best they can be.
The aim is that our curriculum is the best for
our children at Harpenden Academy. We want
it to be exciting, interesting and engaging
so that children are curious and want to
learn. We want children to come home from
school excited about what they are learning
about. We also want our curriculum to be
about raising standards. Our curriculum is
skills based, with a focus on improving key

subject skills. This is so that children gain the
subject knowledge, skills and understanding
appropriate to their stage of development.
We plan exciting contexts for learning that
‘hook’ and engage learners through our topic
based approach, so that they want to learn
more. We aim to make learning real and
relevant to the lives of our children.

“The staff are incredibly caring,
passionate and committed,
always thinking of exciting ways
to inspire my child to learn and
reach their potential.”
Parent
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Wrap Around
Care
Our team of experienced and well
trained practitioners are highly
experienced and provide our
child with stimulating and fun
learning activities.

We run a breakfast club every week day
morning from 7.15am - 8.45am. A healthy
and varied breakfast of cereal, fruit and toast is
available from 7.15am-8.15am. Our after school
provision runs from 3.20pm until 6.30pm and
includes arts and crafts, organised games and
challenges. The children will be provided with
a variety of healthy snacks and will sit together
to eat at the beginning of each session.

Extra-curricular
Activities
We provide a wide programme of
extra-curricular activities through
which students extend their learning,
build teamwork skills and develop
friendships. We want our children
to aspire to be the best in every
aspect of school life, tackling fresh
challenges and taking pride in
their achievements.

Children participate in a broad range of
after-school and lunchtime activities. We
have a growing programme of inter-school
competitions, with our teams enjoying
taking part in events locally and nationally.
The many opportunities for students to
showcase their talents include concerts by our
choir, dramatic performances – including the
annual Harpenden Carnivals – dance shows
and sports days. The children enjoy a whole
host of educational day trips to enhance their
daily learning and residential stays in Year 5
and Year 6 to learn the skills of independence,
resilience and develop their leadership skills.
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Caring for our
Children
We know that if a child feels happy and secure they will learn well. It is the
responsibility of the school to work in partnership with parents and other
agencies to safeguard and look after the children in our care.
Safeguarding

Health and Family Issues

All staff and volunteers have to be DBS
checked before they work in school with
children, but we know it is key to provide
ongoing training and support for all adults
who work with children to ensure we do our
very best for them.

It is very important that you inform the school
of any issues concerning your child’s health or
family issues which may impact on your child.
Any information you share with us will be
treated confidentially.

First Aid and Medical Care
The majority of our staff have qualified as
emergency first aiders. We always have a
member of staff available specifically to deal
with cuts and grazes and first aid issues when
the children are playing outside. If a child
has an accident or becomes unwell, we will
contact you, or your emergency contact, to let
you know what has happened and work with
you to decide on appropriate next steps.

Child Protection
The school is aware of its role in Child
Protection and staff follow clear processes
and procedures and attend training to ensure
they know what they should do to help keep
children safe. We work in partnership with
other professionals to support children at risk
of harm.

“Our children are thriving at
Harpenden Academy both
academically and with their
personal development.”
Parent
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Vaughan Rd, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4EN

Part of Scholars’ Education Trust

Telephone: 01582 716910
Email: office@harpendenacademy.org
Website: www.harpendenacademy.org

The Scholar's Education Trust was formed in 2012
with the aim of enabling its member schools
to work in genuine partnership to strengthen
themselves and their communities. Its focus is to
produce responsible young people of whom all
can be proud, who have achieved more than they
ever believed possible and who are prepared to
make a contribution to their local, national and
global opportunities.

