
Harpenden Academy 

Consultation on new admissions criteria for 2022-23 

Scholars’ Education Trust together with the Admissions Committee of 
Harpenden Academy are currently determining proposed admission 
arrangements for September 2022.  Please read this page and the documents 
published on it very carefully as it contains important information which you 
will need to know when applying to the school. 

The current Admissions Arrangements Oversubscription Criteria are: 

Rule 1 Children looked after and children who were previously looked after, but 
ceased to be so because they were adopted (or became subject to a child 
arrangement order or a special guardianship order). 

Rule 2 Medical or social: Children for whom it can be demonstrated that they 
have a particular medical or social need to go to the Academy, this includes 
children previously from abroad who were cared for by the state because he or 
she would not otherwise have been cared for adequately and subsequently 
adopted. 

A panel of governors will determine whether the evidence is sufficiently 
compelling to meet the requirements for this rule.  The evidence must relate 
specifically to the Academy applied for under Rule 2 and must clearly 
demonstrate why it is the only school that can meet the child’s needs.  

Rule 3 Sibling: Children who have a sibling on roll of the Academy at the time 
of application.   

Rule 4 Children of staff 

Rule 5 Nearest School: Children for whom it is their nearest school or academy.  
This includes all schools except those schools that admit pupils on the basis of 
faith. 

Rule 6 Children who live nearest the Academy.  (Straight line system of 
measurement from a child’s home address point to the address point of the 
school will be used for all admission distances).  If your child does not qualify 
under rule 5, they will be considered under rule 6.  

 



Proposed Admission Arrangements Oversubscription Criteria for Primary: 

Rule 1 Children looked after and children who were previously looked after, but 
ceased to be so because they were adopted (or became subject to a child 
arrangements order or a special guardianship order). 

Rule 2 Medical or social: Children for whom it can be demonstrated that they 
have a particular medical or social need to go to the Academy, this includes 
children previously from abroad who were cared for by the state because he or 
she would not otherwise have been cared for adequately and subsequently 
adopted. 

A panel of governors will determine whether the evidence is sufficiently 
compelling to meet the requirements for this rule.  The evidence must relate 
specifically to the Academy applied for under Rule 2 and must clearly 
demonstrate why it is the only school that can meet the child’s needs.  

Rule 3 Sibling: Children who have a sibling on roll of the Academy at the time 
of application.   

Rule 4 Children of staff 

Rule 5 Nearest School: Children for whom it is their nearest school or academy. 
This includes all schools except those which allocate places on the basis of faith. 
(membership or practice) before allocating on the basis of distance/location. 

Rule 6 Children who live nearest the Academy.  (Straight line system of 
measurement from a child’s home address point to the address point of the 
school will be used for all admission distances see below).  If your child does 
not qualify under rule 5, they will be considered under rule 6. 

 
Harpenden Academy are also consulting to clarify their policy on twins and 
multiple births by amending the definition to: 
 
The school will admit over the published admission number when a single 
twin/multiple birth child is allocated a place at the school.  
 
 

Reasons for the proposal 

The DfE guidance outlines the importance of consistent decision making when 
considering applications.  As a result, Scholars’ Education Trust feel it is 
important to be in line with Hertfordshire County Council’s guidance. 



You can view the proposed 2022-2023 admission rules in full on the school 
website. 
 
Timeframe for consultation 
 
The period of formal consultation opened on 16th November 2020 and ends on 
3rd January 2021.  If you would like to comment on the proposed changes, 
please do so by midnight on Sunday 3rd January in writing for the attention of 
The Admissions Committee either by post, to the school address, or by email to 
admin@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk.  
  
Comments will be compiled and presented to the Trust Admissions committee 
after 3rd January 2021 for consideration.  The Trust Board will determine 
Harpenden Academy’s Admission Arrangements by 28th February 2021. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you require further information. 


