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Welcome to the
Early Years
Foundation Stage at
Harpenden Academy

Welcome to the Harpenden Academy family
where we educate hearts and minds.

Reception Classes at Harpenden Academy
•
•
•
•

What is Reception?
Planning for learning
Life of a Ladybird
How you can help your child
become school ready.

What is EYFS all about?
A Unique Child
• Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.
Positive relationships
• Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure
relationships with parents and/or a key person.
Enabling Environments
• The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children's
development and learning.
Learning and Development
• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas
of Learning and Development are equally important and inter-connected.

The EYFS curriculum
Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building
their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.
These three areas, the prime areas, are:
Communication and Language
Physical Development
Personal, Social and Emotional Development

The EYFS Curriculum
Providers must also support children in four specific areas,
through which the three prime areas are strengthened and
applied. The specific areas are:
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive Arts and Design
Each area of learning and development must be
implemented through planned, purposeful play and through
a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity.

The Great Outdoors
• Much of our learning and play is based outdoors – whatever the
weather! School provides waterproof trousers and jackets for
particularly muddy/messy/wet play.
• Children will need a pair of wellies, a spare change of full uniform at
school in case of any puddle related incidents – both kinds!

Child Initiated Learning
 Playing To Learn Time
 Indoor and Outdoor access
 Free Flow
 Rolling Snack

 Some planned challenges for children to take part in with a

balance of free choice learning through play.

Children’s interests
 At Harpenden Academy we observe the children during their CIL.
 We then plan activities based on their interests.
 Parents overview clearly indicates which activities are as a direct

result of interests.
 We rely on our fantastically, supportive parents for their help with this!
 Practitioners aim to extend your child’s learning and thinking through
play and questioning strategies encouraging them to learn more.
 Practitioners may formulate “ Next Steps” which will be shared with
you.

Adult Led
Guided activity led by the adult – based on children’s interests and
next steps for learning.
Usually includes a short whole class carpet session and then some
small group work with a Teacher or TA.
Will be based around any of the 7 Areas of learning within the
EYFS Framework including Phonics.

Observations
 System of tracking development using iPad and Tapestry software
 Collection of evidence
 Photos
 Observations; 1 short per week

 Samples of ‘work’
 Information from home; ‘wow sheets’ and emails
 Children’s & parents comments
 EYFS Assessment sheets in the front, highlighted when achieved

Tapestry
• What is Tapestry – an online learning journal, that
enables shared learning.
• How does it work – we upload observations and
next steps, that you can instantly respond to.
• Parent replies – If you see evidence of a next step
you can upload these.
• Logins – will be sent to you via email shortly once
you have completed the online data form

Sample of the timetable
9.00am
9.20am
9.35am
11.10am
11.45am
1.00pm

2.45pm
3.20pm

Whole class input
Small group activities
Child Initiated Learning
Phonics
Lunchtime preparation and lunch
Whole class time
Usually followed by music, ICT, PD then CIL
Prepare for home, assembly or story
Home time

Phonics
 At Harpenden Academy we follow a phonics scheme called

Letters and Sounds supported by Jolly Phonics.

 In the first half term we focus on tuning into sounds and listening

skills then we will move on to teaching letter sounds and
beginning to consistently and independently applying them
through reading and writing.

 More information to follow at the phonics parent meeting

Reading
 We use a variety of Reading schemes which help to
develop the children's reading. These will be a mixture of

fiction and non-fiction books.
 Your child will be allocated up to 3 books every week and
children also have the choice to take home a school library
book for you to read with them.
 There will be a parents meeting in October to discuss this
further.

Parent helpers with reading
• We are looking for 8 parents who would like to volunteer

to be a Reading Partner for our Reception Class.
• This is a committed role and will involve hearing the
children read, changing reading books and helping them
progress.
• Please speak to the class teacher for more information,
detailing your availability including days and times you
can commit to every week.
• You will require an enhanced DBS check and references
to take up this role in school.

PE at Harpenden Academy
Reception children will have twice weekly PE sessions. PE kit
must be in school all week and will be sent home at half term for
washing.

Roosters and Stay and Play
 Clubs will begin after the Christmas holidays for Reception

children. The type of clubs on offer include, football, art, tennis,
spanish and much more! Some of these clubs will incur a
charge.
 If you require breakfast club/after school club childcare for your
child please make a booking using the online Magic Booking
system. A login will be sent to you in early July.

Equipment for school.
 School Uniform
 Waterproof and warm coat
 Book Bag
 Pencil case with a writing pencil, colouring pencils, a glue stick,

a whiteboard pen, scissors and a pencil sharpener with a
container.
 Water Bottle
 PE Kit in a drawstring bag to include plimsolls and trainers
Please name everything including socks, tights and pants!!!

Virtual Nursery Visits
 We will be calling your child’s current nursery setting and
speaking with your child’s Key Worker. Where possible,
looking at your child’s learning journal.
 We will also receive transition documents from previous
settings.

Staggered Starts
 Staggered starts to school enable teachers to get to know

your child really well. It allows children to settle in gradually
without being too overwhelming. This is also the time when
we may begin to conduct the Baseline Assessments.
 Children will start on Monday 7th September.
 They will do 8.30am – 11.30am Monday and Tuesday
 8.30am – 1.00pm Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES PERMITTING

Any Questions? – Ask Mrs Aylott when she
phones or email the office:
office@harpendenacademy.co.uk

