How you can help your child at home?

Individual reading at home
 Ratios in school

Why is
reading
important?

 Daily basis – even if just the word wall.
 Vital for your child’s development as a reader, a

speaker, a listener and a thinker
 The more print children are exposed to, the more quickly

they are likely to learn to read
 Children whose parents frequently read with them in their
first year of school are still showing the benefit when they
are 15
 Spending quality talking time with your child is also a
significant factor in supporting their future reading
attainment

Phonics
 We follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’

document and use Jolly Phonics.
 Phonics is taught daily, and a new letter
sound is learnt each day.
 The letter sounds your child has brought
home are the letters that have been
taught in Phonics that day.
 Phonics helps children to segment words
and blend them together to read and
spell, such as c-a-t- cat

Jolly Phonics
 System of actions to help children remember the

sounds made by different letters
 Actions with your hands help make the phoneme more
memorable.
 Look up Jolly Phonics – Youtube
 Ensure to use ‘pure sounds’
https://www.phonicbooks.co.uk/2011/03/13/how-tosay-the-sounds-of-letters-in-synthetic-phonics/

High Frequency Words
 We refer to some of these words as ‘tricky words’ in

school.
 They are mostly words that cannot be sounded out.
 Once a week, during phonics teaching time children
will learn to read some new tricky words.
 Children learn to read the tricky words using the ‘Look
and say’ method. Using flashcards, playing pairs, snap
or bingo all help children to remember these words.
 If a child attempts to sound out a tricky word you can
say to them “This is a tricky word and we can’t sound it
out.”

System for home reading books - 1
 Children begin by reading books with no words or a few

first words.
 Children will bring home different colour level books
to help them practise reading High Frequency Words
and ‘tricky words’.
 When reading to an adult in school, we will aim to read
a mixture of phonics books and High Frequency word
books.

System for home reading books
 Your child’s reading book will come home everyday.
 Please ensure they have their reading book and

reading record in their book bag everyday.
 Children will be given a book band (e.g
pink/lilac/red) and they will have the opportunity to
change their book on a daily basis.
 Children are expected to read at home for minutes
every day.
 Please write in the record if this is not possible.

System for home reading books
 When you share a book with your child at home,

please remember to record it in the reading diary.
 It is good practise to read the same book a few times to
develop fluency and confidence. It is not a race!
 Please do not cover the pictures! Play jumbled
sentence instead.
 The class teacher will monitor your child’s progress
and let you know when they are ready for the next
level of books.
 Don’t forget – sharing a story book, borrowing a book
from the library and even reading a menu together in a
café are all reading opportunities that can be recorded
in their records!

How do we teach reading in school?
 Part of Communication and Language and also

Literacy
 Oral storytelling, using actions and story maps.
 Group ‘guided’ reading
 Shared reading daily.
 Phonics
 Sharing stories and story boxes– daily story time.
 Books and print in our environment – inside and out.

When you take the books home...
 Find a time and place where your child

feels relaxed and comfortable.
 Turn the TV/radio off.
 Encourage your children to be
independent and get out their own books
and reading diary.
 Keep each reading session short and fun!
 Vary the reading activities that you do
together.
 Give lots and lots of praise!

Looking at a book for the first time - 1
 Look at the front cover together – talk

about the pictures and the title. What
might the book be about?
 Allow your child to ‘read through’ the
pictures first. Use this time to talk about
any unfamiliar words and link them to
the pictures.
 In the early days, read the book to your
child before expecting them to read it to
you.
 When they begin to read, encourage
them to point to the words and pick out
any they remember.
(Ride along my magic pen)

Looking at a book for the first time - 2
 As your child becomes confident with their ‘letter
sounds’, encourage them to ‘sound out’ simple
words like ‘dog’ or ‘pen’.
 Looking at the pictures is another strategy for

working out new, longer words, but remind
children to double-check by looking at the letters
at the beginning of the word too.
 Not all words can be sounded out e.g. ‘the’, ‘we’.
Just explain these are ‘tricky words’ and tell your
child what they say.

Looking at a book for the first time - 3
•Encourage your child to relate the book
to their own experiences.

•Talk about the characters in the story
and what they might be thinking or
feeling.
•Ask questions to encourage your child
to make sense of what they have read.
How/Why?
•Sometimes, practise retelling the
story.

Other reading activities
 Phonics games

- Play ‘Robot says’ e.g. ‘Robot says get your b-a-g’.
– play pairs/snap with the letter cards
- Magnetic Letters are fantastic!
- Build words for your child to read back e.g. c-a-t
- Say a word, can your child find the right letters to build it?
- Drag letters into a phoneme frame.
 Keyword games
-Play lotto/pairs/track games
-Match to words in books, count how many times they appear
-Move onto building sentences
 Reading to your child
 Reading other texts – share library books, magazines, websites
and look out for familiar words/letters
 www.oxfordowl.co.uk has free e-books and helpful tips

Please remember...
 All children are different!
 Some children are almost a year older than others

within the same year group.
 Some of the reading books will be more challenging
than others – read these to your child first and help
them to pick out familiar words/letters. In general, the
more patterned a book is, the easier it is to read.
 If you have any concerns about your child’s progress,
then speak to your child’s class teacher.

Any questions?
•

Parents have asked about the best apps to buy. If you
are purchasing phonic apps, please make sure they
contain Standard English accents! Hairy Phonics, Pirate
Phonics and Mr Thorne Does Phonics all do so.

Don’t forget these useful websites:
Look up Jolly Phonics – Youtube
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

