
Harpenden Academy
Educating children's hearts and minds



About Harpenden Academy

• We are a successful primary school who came to its current building in September 2016. 

• Our EYFS results, Year 1 phonics screening and KS1 and KS2 tests have consistently been above Herts or National averages 

with a high level of children gaining the greater depth category.

• The school and its pupils have made rapid progress and now are one of the leading school is terms of progress in 

Hertfordshire.

• We are constantly striving to improve our provision and build on our previous best.

• We work in close partnership with our parents and community.

• As part of the Scholars’ Educational Trust we use the expertise of the teachers across all schools in specific subjects to 

enhance the provision offered.

Leadership is highly effective. The positive impact 
that leaders have had on improving the school is 
very clear. The school is now securely good and 
improving. Ofsted 2019



Our Creative Curriculum

• Our curriculum is varied, exciting and creative which is underpinned by rigour and academic results. It allows children to be fully 
absorbed into their learning and make links between subjects, topics and themes. 

• We know, nurture and care for our children very well and have designed a curriculum with drivers to stretch our children's 
abilities but to also support them in specific areas.

• Our curriculum drivers are resilience, global knowledge and understanding and  first hand experiences 

• We constantly review our curriculum in order for it to be relevant and of interest to the children, providing them with the 
knowledge and skills they need for the next stages of their lives after primary school.

• We have families from many parts of the world, speaking many languages, with a diversity of cultural, religious, historical and 
geographical experience. We aim to ensure that our curriculum draws on all this richness.

• Our Values education means that the children focus on key areas termly in a rolling programme to develop their pro social 
behaviours.

• The greater the variety of activities children experience, the better they do in all subjects across the curriculum. A child who is 
encouraged to develop confidence and self-expression will clearly be one who is better equipped to learn generally. We believe 
in educating the whole child.

The school’s curriculum is strong and well planned. The curriculum meets the needs 
of the children very well. Ofsted June 2019



What we think is important:
Living our logo of educating the heart and the mind

• Having a self confidence and self esteem which creates excellent academic results.

• Having an  emphasis on  growth mind set and the whole child ethos.

• Having strong attitudes to learning.

• Having core values of achievement , care and excellence in all we do.

• Developing positive relationships with others. Developing appropriate behaviour and self control.

• Developing a real commitment to partnership between school and family.

• Developing and the sense of community.

The schools focus on developing pupils social, emotional and mental health 
needs is a particular strength. Pupils are understood as individuals. Leaders and 
staff do everything in their power to support pupils’ individual  social, 
emotional and mental health needs. As a result, pupils develop well as happy 
and successful human beings. Ofsted 2019



Parents and school

• We recognise the vital role you as parents play in the education of your child.

• Teachers are available at the end of the school day for informal contact. 

• Parents in Reception are informed of their child's progress through Tapestry.

• Parents of children in all other year groups use a portal called Marvellous Me so parents are able to see what their children's 

achievements are throughout the day.

• Parents are kept informed through bi-weekly class newsletters as well as whole school newsletters.

• Parents are very much part of the school are involved in supporting the school activities but also are invited to family events to 

share the children's learning.

• You are welcome to make an appointment to discuss any concerns with your child’s teacher, the Key Stage leader, assistant, 

deputy or the Headteacher. 

• We have a thriving and rapidly growing PTA (FoHA) who  look forward to your involvement in our many social and fund raising 

events.



Wrap around care

• Wrap around care is booked through an electronic platform called “ Magic Bookings”. This allows parents to book their 
child care half a term in advance so that parents will have peace of mind that your children are looked after beyond school 
hours.

• “Larks” our breakfast club opens at 7.15am. The children are welcomed in to the Larks and have a wide choice of breakfast 
food to select from. 

• Once the children have finished their breakfast they are supervised by well known staff and are walked to their classroom 
for the start of lessons. 

• “Owls” is our after school club. This is open from the end of the school day (3.20pm) until 6.30pm Monday to Thursday 
and until 5.30pm on Friday evenings.

• The children are collected from class at the end of the day and taken to the Owls club. On arrival the children are given a  
“Scooby snack” to re fuel them. There are a wide variety of games and activates for the children to play with including 
outdoor activities, until parents are able to collect them.

• The Owls has two sittings, one 3.20pm - 5.15pm and the second 3.20pm - 6.30pm If the children are staying to the club 
beyond 5.15pm then they will be given a hot cooked meal prepared by our school staff.

• The club is run by school staff and not an external agency.



Why choose Harpenden Academy?

• We have a passionate, highly committed and caring staff who enable to children to achieve highly academically and socially.

• We make our children's learning exciting and engaging with purpose built tailored curriculum.

• We are a values based school with a strong commitment to creating fully rounded citizens who are prepared for life in modern 
Britain.

• We have a commitment to educational visits and enrichment activities which enhance the learning in the classrooms and bring 
the children’s learning to life.

• Excellent behaviour and positive relationships between children and adults.

• Uniquely placed to ensure best possible progression through Key Stages.

• Extensive before school and after school care.

• A thorough and robust transition from nursery/ pre schools to school.

• We have exceptional range of facilities across the whole school and are a feeder school to Sir John Lawes School .



What happens in Reception?

• Mix of adult lead and child lead activities throughout the day.

• Children will attend Forest School for half a term.

• Children will be taught phonics, maths and topic daily.

• Children will start to learn how to read using scheme books to supplement their growing phonics knowledge.

• Children will be taught how to form letters and write.

• Children will go on trips termly to enhance their learning in school.

• Children will be encouraged to become more independent.

• Parents will be signed up to Tapestry which is an online journal which documents your children's progress through Reception.

Relationships between the adults and children  are 
strong. Children are happy, settled and relaxed in the 
classroom. Staff have created a welcoming 
environment for the youngest children in the school. 
As a result, the children in the early years develop 
into confident young learners. Ofsted 2019



Induction at Harpenden Academy

• Children will come into school as part of a staggered intake.

• Children will attend school for mornings or afternoons only for part of the first week. 

• The children will stay through dinner time on the second half of the first  week before starting fulltime in the second week.

• Your child’s teacher will arrange a time to  visit you and your child in your home. 



Visit our school website

• www.harpendenacademy.org

• Weekly newsletters

• Twitter page, @HarpAcademy1

http://www.harpendenacademy.org/

