
Transport and Trade 

This is the Summer term topic for Year 4 with a History focus. 

 

Transport and Trade’ is a historical unit 
looking at the types of transport we 
have today all over the world and how 
everyday goods and resources are 
traded around the world.  We will then 
go back in time to explore the 
development of transport and trade in 
world history.  We will discover the 
types of animals and carts that were 
used during the Stone, Bronze and Iron 
ages.  How these developed through 
Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Viking times.  
We will also look at some of the earliest 
boats such as the Bronze Age Dover 
boat through to the Viking oared 
longboats.  We will discover that finding 
food and trading were the major 
reasons for transport and will look at 
some of the most important items 
traded throughout history. 

Topic focus: History 

English Fairtrade persuasive writing 
Transport poems 

Amazon – creative adventure writing 

Maths Calculate the passing of time 
Foreign currency 

Science Changes 
What materials were traded in the past? 

Art and Design Draw and paint both ancient and modern transport 
Create canal boat patterns 

DT Make ancient dhows 

Computing Design and make a prototype on Scratch of a toy that 
could be traded 

PSHCE Fairtrade – Do you like chocolate? 

MfL  Spanish food 

RE Sacred Writings and Stories linked to Responsibility, 
Justice and Fairness – focus on the wider community 

Drivers First Hand 
Experiences – We will 

gain first hand experiences 

during our adventure 

workshop set in the 

Amazon rainforest looking 

at creative writing.  We 

will also enjoy a transport 

workshop ‘Thames 

Travellers’ from the 

British Transport museum 

studying how transport has 

changed over time. 

Resilience 
We will be learning 

about Fairtrade.  The 
children will develop 

their understanding of 
this topic, show 

empathy and 
understand the 

resilience that others 
need to demonstrate 

in their lives. 

 

Global 
understanding 

Study transport and 
trade across the 

world, including in 
some ancient 

civilisations.  This will 
include transport such 
as rickshaws.  We will 
also explore some of 
the everyday goods 

and resources that are 
traded around the 
world.  We will also 

learn about Fairtrade. 

Values 
We will develop our 

understanding of 

different values 

during this topic. 
Curiosity 

Determination 
Faith 

Friendship 

 

SMSC 
Spiritual                                                     Moral                              

Social                                                         Cultural                           

British Values 
Democracy                                               Individual Liberty                                           Mutual Respect        

Rule of Law                □                               Tolerance                        


