
 
SCHOLARS’ EDUCATION TRUST – AUTUMN TERM 2018 UPDATE 

We are delighted with all the activities that have been going on across the Scholars’ Education Trust 

Schools this term.  Please see below for an update on some of the highlights! 

HARPENDEN ACADEMY 

For a small school of 200 children, Harpenden Academy 

really has made the most of the Autumn Term.   It is our 

aim to provide our children with a wealth of learning 

experiences and academic rigour so that we educate 

both their hearts and minds. We started this term with a 

revised curriculum, which reflects the talents and 

aspirations of our children and will really challenge their 

learning. The new curriculum, a new science scheme, art 

atrium and music room have proved to be a huge 

success.  

One of our curriculum drivers has been ‘first hand experiences,’ which has seen the children go on 

approximately 20 school trips to date.  Ranging from the St Albans Cathedral to the Victoria & Albert 

Museum from Willows Farm to the Foundling Museum. This is in addition to our residential trip for 

Year 5 to Fellowship Afloat in September 2018.  

This term we have also increased the number of sporting 

events. We now have football teams for Year 3 and Year 4 

boys, Year 5 and Year 6 boys and Year 5 and Year 6 girls.  

Our Year 5 and Year 6 netball team is being launched in 

January.  We have also managed to retain our National 

Champions title for the game ‘Go’ which is a tightly 

contested event held in Birmingham annually.  

This term we have raised £1500 for local, national and 

international charities. We started in September with the 

MacMillan coffee morning and by October we had a hugely successful Harvest Festival with donations 

going towards Kings Pantry. November saw an annual Remembrance assembly. This is always a huge 

event in our school calendar.  This year we had two bugle players, one from Harpenden Academy, 

the other one from Sir John Lawes School, who played the last post together.  The children and 

families of the school, along with the Mayor of Harpenden were showered by 10,000 poppy petals 

falling from the balcony outside. It was, as always, a deeply moving assembly.  

December also saw over 200 presents being donated to 

Kings Pantry again. These presents are donated by 

parents of Harpenden Academy and are wrapped by the 

children over a weekend. The gifts are then distributed to 

families locally at Christmas time. Our Christingle event 

and Glittery eyebrow day in support of Alzheimer’s has 

brought the end to a very charitable term at Harpenden 

Academy.  

 



In November we had a new staff recruit in the shape of our lovely 

school dog, Rosie Red.  Rosie Red is currently receiving puppy training 

classes and school dog training and will eventually be working with 

children who are finding school difficult and are in need of calm, 

comfort and space before being able to tell an adult what has upset 

them.   

Once fully trained Rosie Red will be visiting the classrooms and 

listening to readers from across the school. There are many benefits 

to have a school dog: 

 a calming effect on pupils, particularly those with behavioural or 
learning difficulties 

 improved behaviour and concentration, reduced stress and 
improved self-esteem 

 encouraging expression and participation in more withdrawn children  

 fostering a sense of responsibility 

 motivating pupils to think and to learn, as most children have a high level of natural interest in, 
enthusiasm for and enjoyment of animals 

 encouraging respect and thereby improving pupils’ relationships with each other, parents and 
teachers 

 teaching children to nurture and respect life 

 helping work undertaken with the most vulnerable children, and educational improvements with 
low achievers 

 helping children build confidence in reading. 

 

Finally our playground project was completed this term. The FoHA have raised a huge amount of 

money, over £50,000 to create the best possible playground we can for the children.  We now have 

a bright, welcoming, fit for purpose play space, which caters for all the needs of our children for quiet 

spaces, graphic areas, sports arena and gardening sensory space.  It has been the icing on the cake 

of a busy yet successful term.  

 

ROBERT BARCLAY ACADEMY 

It has been a very healthy start to RBA this term 

and this is reflected by the high attendance 

percentage the school currently has (96.3%). This 

percentage is a massive improvement and 

reflects just how much students enjoy coming to 

RBA. 

In Sport, the Year 7 Boys Football team have 

performed extremely well. Their effort and gutsy 

performances have led them to get to the last 32 

of the National Cup. We are extremely proud of 

the boys. 



At the end of September and in support of the Macmillan Coffee Morning, we held a very successful 

House Bake Off. This annual competition is now becoming incredibly fierce.  You can see some pictures 

of the amazing entries below!  Overall, the House Bake Off Competition raised a total of £534.51 

 

The Junior Leadership Team (JLT) performed 

extremely well at the Broxbourne Major’s debate. A 

team of five students had to prepare a 10 minute 

presentation on loneliness, how and why it could be 

tackled in the Borough of Broxbourne. This 

presentation had to then be presented to official 

delegates, local official, friends, family and other 

schools in the Broxbourne Mayoral Chambers. 

Steve Whitlam the Community Development 

Manager at Broxbourne Borough Council said these 

kind words: ‘Thank you for your kind words and 

your support for the event. Your team did very well 

and are a credit to the school. I look forward to 

seeing them at future events.’ 

  



The whole school community came together for Remembrance Day.  It 

was a lovely, touching occasion and the students were all a real credit to 

the school. This year, we were joined by the Revd Rachel Pennant who is 

based at Hoddesdon Parish Church. Rachel led a fantastic remembrance 

service and this was culminated by Olivia Goodyear (Year 8) reading out 

a lovely war poem before our 1 minute of silence. 

The newly formed PTA, called FoRBA (Friends of Robert Barclay 

Academy), have been very active in their first term. They hosted the 

very popular `Overtures Music Concert’ and they also put on a Psychic 

night! So far, they have raised over £1500 for the school.  

 

The Young Leaders Academy (YLA) goes from strength to strength. The YLA is a bespoke masterclass 

programme for up to 20 Year 7 students who have the highest motivation and aspirations to be the 

best they can be.  This bespoke programme involves: 

 Twilight English, maths, science, and MFL masterclass 

 Twilight Leadership masterclass 

 Local and National Competition entries (poetry, debating, maths) 

 Twilight Debating masterclass 

 Lunchtime training sessions on learning styles, revision skills and how the brain works 

 

This term, the YLA showed great creative and 

engineering mind-sets in a masterclass on STEM 

(science, technology, engineering, mathematics) 

and have taken home a project to complete in 

time for the end of term. In the masterclass, the 

Young Leaders were challenged in a competitive 

activity where they were given a small set of rules 

and encouraged to think outside of the box. Each 

group had a roll of tape, ten paper straws, and two 

pair of scissors, and given 7 minutes to design and 

build a structure that would hold up a heat proof 

mat. Out of five groups, the winners were Abigail, 

Amalie, and Ivy, so well done! Below are a 

selection of photos to show the competition in 

progress. All teams presented different ideas and 

some certainly thought outside of the box and 

came up with some brilliant ideas to bend the 

rules! 

 

 



SAMUEL RYDER ACADEMY 

It has been a very busy and successful term! 
 

In September we held our Annual Awards 
Evening and it was lovely to see so many 
parents, carers and other significant relatives at 
the event.  We were honoured to have Claire 
Robins, CEO of the Scholars’ Education Trust 
present to deliver an inspirational speech 
about the importance of widening your 
horizons and taking calculated risks.  This was 
our sixth annual Awards Evening and over 200 
students and staff received awards in 
recognition of all their hard work and huge 
achievements in the last academic year.  One of 
the reasons that the evening is so special is 

because it allows the school to come together across the whole age range – consequently primary 
children aged 5 received awards alongside former students who were in Year 13 last year.   
 
As well as the subject and department winners, we presented our first Scholarship Awards to those 
students: who had accumulated over 150 reward points during the last academic year; and received 
the Gold Headteacher Awards last year – well done to them! 
 
This term we have held both a primary and secondary open event for prospective parents. 
 
Firstly at the end of September was the secondary event where we were visited by prospective parents 
and students, to showcase the outstanding work that is taking place here at Samuel Ryder.  I am 
delighted to say that it was our busiest by far, with over 2250 people coming through the doors.  Due 
to the demand we had to have two queues to get in: one queue went back to the main gates; the 
other snaking around the car park! It was a real pleasure to talk to prospective parents about the 
school, the outstanding examination results from the summer and our designation as the Apple 
Regional Training Centre for Hertfordshire.  
 
The feedback we received from visitors was extremely 
positive and complementary, particularly about our students 
who were a real credit to us.  The students were either 
guides or helpers in departments, and impressed everyone 
with their confidence and enthusiasm, and the pride they 
showed representing their school.  The huge array of 
activities taking place in all departments was exceptional, 
and there was a real buzz from the children who enjoyed 
taking part.  
 
In November we opened our doors to the parents of prospective new Reception children as we started 
the process for our new Reception intake in September 2019.  Parents were invited to visit classes, 
hear about the opportunities for our primary age children and see the fantastic facilities available.  
This was the first of series of open mornings for parents and it has been lovely to show so many 
families around the school.   



 
We have continued to improve the fantastic 
facilities at Samuel Ryder and in October we had 
our official opening of the full size 3G AstroTurf 
football pitch with many invited dignitaries 
including; the Mayor of St Albans, Cllr Rosemary 
Farmer and Georgie Bingham of talkSport.  
Before the official cutting of the ribbon, we all 
watched Year 6 and Year 7 pupils having a 
wonderful time on the pitch and improving their 
football skills – they even managed to teach 
Georgie Bingham a few new tricks!  It was a 
great afternoon and all the guests were full of 

praise of our students and the facility.  It was wonderful to have all the people present that had worked 
so hard to make it a reality including our wonderful PTA and Mr Pope who had lead the project in 
school.   
 
Of course through the term there have been sporting successes including 
our Annual House Games Day, musical performances, dance showcases 
and drama shows with rehearsals continuing for the secondary school play 
“Alice in Wonderland” and the Reception nativity play, both due to be 
performed in the last weeks of term.  
 
It has been a wonderful term! 
 
 
 
 
 
SIR JOHN LAWES SCHOOL 

September seems a long time ago and a great deal has taken place over the last few weeks and 

months!  We were delighted to welcome our largest ever Year 7 and Year 12 cohorts to the school and 

they have all been settling in well.  The numbers on roll meant that for the first time ever, our whole 

school photo had to be taken in three separate sections and then stitched together by the magic of 

technology as we couldn’t all fit on the scaffolding!  

In October we held our annual Open Evening and the school was packed with prospective students 

and parents.  It’s always a great opportunity to show off all the wonderful things that go on at SJL and 

we were very proud of the way our students acted as ambassadors for the school (pictured).   



Straight after half term, our Year 7 students headed off for their traditional activities week to 

Kingswood in Kent.  This trip is designed to help them build on their new friendships and really bond 

together as a year group and we often hear students in Year 13 reminisce about their experiences 

during this week as one of the key events of their SJL careers.  This year’s students seem to have had 

a great time as usual and I am sure they too will look back on it fondly in years to come.   

This term sees plenty of other trips as well so our other SJL students have had the opportunity to visit 

the battlefields of Normandy and the Somme, take part in our annual USA exchange and geography 

field trip to Swanage, as well as enjoy trips to Whipsnade, the Knitting and Stitching Show, London 

Central Mosque and several concerts and theatre productions. 

As always, our students have kept a focus on their responsibilities as local, global and national citizens 

at the forefront this term.  Our Eco-Gardens group have gone from strength to strength and have 

also found time to present staff with tops on how to have a ‘Green Christmas.’  Our prefects also 

raised money for their designated charities this year at 

their annual picnic.  But the charity highlight of the term 

has to have been our Oxfam Group organising ‘Strictly 

Staff Come Dancing!’. Complete with a glitter ball trophy, 

nimble footed staff and students competed in a variety of 

dances to impress our ‘celebrity’ judging panel.  The 

winning performance, as voted for by the audience, was a 

fabulous routine to Abba’s Waterloo, performed by our 

head students, Millie and Jack! 

Our musicians have been busy with lower school 

showcases and performances from the Chamber 

choir at St Albans Cathedral.  The main event will be 

our annual Carol Concert at All Saints Church in the 

last week of term.  Our drama students have also 

been busy with a wonderful senior production of 

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night (pictured), 

accompanied by a live band and with songs written 

by one of our parents especially for the 

performances.   

 

Our annual Prize-giving took place on Monday 17th 

December at Rothamsted Conference Centre and we 

were honoured to be joined by Professor Michael 

Proctor, the Provost of Kings College, Cambridge.  

Not only did he give a fascinating address to the 

assembled prize-winners and guests, he also 

extended his visit to be able to spend time with some 

of our senior mathematicians and give them an 

insight into life at a Cambridge College, and what it’s 

like to study maths at a (very) advanced level.  It was 

a real privilege to have him with us! 

 


