
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INAUGURAL TRUST CONCERT 

 

The highlight of this term’s activity for the Scholars’ Education Trust, has to be the first ever Trust 
Concert.  Held in February at the Alban Arena, nearly 200 staff and students took to the stage in a 
fantastic evening of singing, dancing and performing – with items ranging from Queen to Disney to 
Mozart.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All age groups were represented with our youngest students showing just as much confidence (and 
talent!) as our oldest students, and there was even a performance of ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ by a choir 
made up of staff from all our trust schools.  The final number was a performance from all four schools, 
playing and singing ‘Sing’ by Gary Barlow (pictured above).  It certainly ended the concert on a high 
and plans are already in hand for another extravaganza next year!   
 
Thank you to all the staff who gave up their time to 
prepare the students, to the parents and governors 
who came to support them and to the students 
themselves who gave us such a wonderful evening of 
entertainment!  
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WELCOME TO PRIORY ACADEMY! 

On the 1st March we were delighted to welcome 

Priory Academy as the newest member of the 

Scholars’ Education Trust.  Priory Academy is a 

school for students in years 5-11 in Dunstable and 

we are excited to have established links with such 

a strong and dedicated group of staff and 

students.  Head teacher Mahnaz Smith said, ‘This 

is indeed an exciting chapter as we move forward 

into a new era of collaboration and partnership.’  

Claire Robins, CEO of the Scholars’ Education 

Trust said, ‘Priory Academy will bring capacity and 

expertise to SET and we are thrilled they have 

chosen to join us and help us expand the opportunities we can offer the students at all our schools.’ 

This is our first school outside Hertfordshire and we look forward to strengthening our ties with the 

whole Priory Academy community! 

NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS 

HARPENDEN ACADEMY 

There is never a dull moment at Harpenden Academy and this Spring Term has been 

no exception.  

January started fantastically well with joint INSET training across The Trust schools 

followed by a Christmas gift from Santa. Over the Christmas holiday, Father 

Chistmas, left us some rather wonderful PE equipment for the hall.  

The children and staff have been learning 

how to use the equipment safely and have 

had a great time doing so. The PE equipment 

has enhanced still further the group strength 

of PE across the school. This term we have 

seen many matches in both football and 

netball with other Primary schools in 

Harpenden as well as a 

very successful Cross 

Country event. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Rosie Red, our school dog, continues 

to go from strength to strength.  She 

completed her training in January 

and is waiting to be a little bit older 

to complete phase 2.  The Dogs Trust 

have been into school to train the children and staff 

about how to be around dogs in school and dogs in general.  

  
 

 
In February, we took a very excited group of children to the O2 arena to take part in Young Voices 

2019. Young Voices is an annual event which involves a children’s choir of approx. 8000 children.  



 

“Young Voices was an amazing experience for 
everyone who was there. There were over 
8100 children there and altogether we created 
a sea of the torches that we had (it looked like 
a starry night). It was an incredible moment 
even though we got back at midnight. The 
moment we saw the O2 we felt so proud to be 
privileged to perform at it. We got the 
opportunity to sing the songs of famous 
singers - some of them even came along to 
the O2 to sing with us. At the O2, the singing 
sounded like one big choir who had rehearsed 
together for ages but we hadn’t. Did you know 
that Young Voices is the biggest choir 
gathering in the whole world?! It is not just one day but overall it lasts a full school week! We can’t wait 
to do it again next year because it was so amazing.” Lauren, Year 5 

February ended with World Thinking Day on Thursday 28th February.  We celebrated World Thinking 

Day as part of our drive to ensure our children are intellectually stimulated in their learning and also 

because this year the theme is leadership and empowering our children to become leaders is an 

important part of our ethos. World Thinking Day 2019 is dedicated to the group of girls who took the 

lead in 1909 and demanded Lord Baden-Powell create ‘something for the girls.’ Our children have 

been embarking on an adventure through time. They will learn about the history of our Movement, and 

practise leadership through the chances and choices of our present and future. All information, 

resources and lesson plans can be found on the website: https://www.wagggs.org/en/what-we-

do/world-thinking-day/ 

March was again a busy month with World Book Day, a visiting Author and of course National Science 

week. The highlight of March has to be ‘Harpenden Academy on Tour.’ Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

vacated the building 13th March on trips relating to our fabulous Science week. KS2 visited Leicester 

Space Centre leaving at 7.30am and returning at 6pm. The children had the most fabulous learning 

and intellectually stimulating time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Key Stage 1 went to Woodside Animal Farm in Slip End 
as part of their Science topic of field to fork.  The day, 
whilst a bit blowy, was filled with fun and farmyard 
frolics. 
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EYFS however had the best day as that is the day their first ducklings hatched. ‘Duckling Leicester’ and 
‘Duckling Woody’ were both born on 13th March – a perfect way to mark Science week.  Two further 
ducks were also hatched ‘Jemima’ and ‘Forest.’  The ducklings have added such joy and community 
spirit to the school since they have been born. Every member of the school community has been to see 
them, held them and helped them to swim. We are delighted that we will be able to send these ducklings 
to SJL after Easter for their forever home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
March has ended strongly for HA children with another successful outcome in the Harpenden 
Schools’ Writing Competition. We won two 1st places, one 2nd place and one 3rd place. The 
‘Harpenden Writing Competition’ is for all primaries in Harpenden and is a totally unaided piece of 
story writing. It is also a blind judging panel—the names of the children and schools are removed until 
the winners are decided. Congratulations to all of the winners. You have made all of us very proud of 
you. 
Whilst I’m sure none of us have trouble getting to sleep at night if you were to find yourself wide 
awake rather than counting sheep tune in to ‘Harpenden Academy’s Bedtime Stories’ on our website. 
Over the past few weeks, different members of staff have been recorded reading bedtime stories to 
our children. This has caused huge hilarity with the staff but more importantly great joy and 
excitement to the children.  Please follow this link to view our Bedtime Stories 
http://www.harpendenacademy.co.uk/1397/bedtime-stories 
 
All of the information is a bit of a snapshot of life at Harpenden Academy. If you go to our website all 
of our weekly newsletters will give you a great insight into school life here as we educate children’s 
hearts and minds. May I wish you all a very restful Easter.  
 
Lisa Davies 
Head teacher 
 
PRIORY ACADEMY 
 
You may say that spring came to Priory with a wonderful bounce this term as we were warmly 
welcomed to The Scholars’ Education Trust on the 1st March. It is undeniable that in an era of 

http://www.harpendenacademy.co.uk/1397/bedtime-stories


 

educational transformation, the collaboration and partnership between successful schools can only 
lead to better outcomes for all our young people. As such, we are thrilled with our new alliance and 
the close working relationship with our new colleagues. In introducing our school to those who are 
unfamiliar, we would describe ourselves as an outward looking, successful, extended secondary 
school (years 5 to 11) which follows the ‘values-based’ educational philosophy.  
 
Spring term has been busy, fun and full on, as you can imagine. With the public examinations and 
assessments on the horizon staff and students have been working hard in preparation. But, of course, 
our school is much more than just exams - this term we have had a wealth of enjoyable learning 
activities which are part and parcel of our vibrant curriculum. We have had: visiting road shows and 
workshops, educational field trips and visits, charitable fund-raisers and participation in local 
community events, to mention but a few. Below, you will find a brief summary of some of the events: 
  
ESU Mace debating competition 
Hosting ESU Mace competition in January, provided a proud 
moment for us as our Year 10 students showed their prowess 
against sixth formers from Stowe and Moulton Schools. 
 
Comic Relief 
Once again, we were very proud to see how our students 
demonstrated the value of ‘generosity’ during the ‘comic relief’ 
day on the 15th March. The sale of baked goods was very 
successful and well-received. Our wonderful Danceathon 
dancers danced away for 10 hours and in total, we raised over 
£1,600. A big well done to everyone, especially to Miss Lewis 
and our House and Sports Captains. 
 
Apprenticeship Road Show 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lunchtime Pop Up Roadshow on the 4th March was a very successful event. The students were 
provided with information, advice and guidance on post 16 and post 18 options, including top tips on 
successful employability and accessing the application process. 
 

Fire Service visit inspires creative writing  
Our Year 6 students enjoyed a visit from Dunstable Fire 

Service, which provided discussion points and 

opportunities for imaginative writing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 6 students recycling water bottles to create beautiful spring 
daffodils in DT lessons.  Our eco-friendly young people learnt how 
to recycle used water bottles to create works of art. 



 

Sports/ PE 
Throughout this term there have been many sporting activities and 
successes. We have seen many successes on the football front. 
These have included years 5, 6 and 8 wining against our local 
community schools. Another notable sporting event has been the 
rock climbing sessions at Hemel Hempstead XC. Developing 
muscular and core strength, endurance and flexibility, our year 11 
students enjoyed a series of lessons during this term. Certainly not 
for the fainthearted, our young people proved themselves worthy 
mentally and physically as they scaled the dizzy heights of the 14m 
climbing wall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Town Mayor’s Civic Ceremony Priory Church, Sunday 24th March 
Our talented Choir was privileged to perform at the prestigious Town Mayor’s Civic ceremony at Priory 
Church. Overall, it has been truly a successful term full of delightful experiences! 
 
Mahnaz Smith 
Head teacher 
 
ROBERT BARCLAY ACADEMY 
 
As part of our on-going careers assemblies, the Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 students had a visit from 
Graham Goodkind this term. Graham is the founder and Chairman of leading consumer public 
relations agency, Frank. Having won just about every industry award there is, Graham has been 
behind many of the most creative and engaging campaigns in the business. The aim behind Graham’s 
visit was to give a business talk to years 10, 11, 12 and 13. This involved some really interesting 
information about his career and how he got into the business industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This term, RBA has supported the St Giles Trust and Hertfordshire Police’s local initiative to address 
increased Youth Violence. Like many organisations, we have become increasingly concerned by the 
rise in knife crime across the UK, particularly as Hertfordshire is closely located to the borders of the 
London Boroughs. With this in mind, we felt it was important to get involved in this excellent initiative 
and to raise this awareness amongst our students on how to keep themselves safe within the 
communities in which they live 
 
It was a real pleasure to participate in the first ever `Trust’ performing arts concert. This was an 
amazing opportunity for our students as they got to perform in such a wonderful theatre and to over 
350 people too! 
 
                             Our Year 7 and 8 boys’ athletics 

team did amazingly well in the 
District Athletics Final that took 
place this term. Our Year 7 AND 
Year 8 boys both won the 
District Athletics! This is a 
fantastic achievement and PE 
and Sport continue to be a 
strength of the school. 
 

 

 

 

This term, we have had the pleasure of watching our Dance 
show, titled `Press Play, the Encore’ and more recently we had 
the pleasure of presenting our first ever whole school musical, 
`We Will Rock You’. The dedication of all our performers 
continues to be impressive, supported by our committed staff 
 
In year 7 and 8 this term, we have established the Kindness 
Ambassador Project. Under the guidance of Mrs Tweddell, our 
Well-being Co-ordinator, tutor groups in Year 7 and 8, in their 
Health and Wellness lessons have been working towards 
making a pledge to being kind towards others in the school and 
bring kindness to the classroom. Students have made videos, written 
poems and they have all agreed to sign a pledge to be kind. We are very 
keen to promote kindness amongst our students and indeed we often 
get consistent feedback from visitors about how helpful and polite our 
students are.  
 
Finally, on the very last day of this term, we held our second LEAD Day. 
Learning, Enrichment and Activity Days are designed to provide our 
students with extended curriculum experiences. As part of the LEAD 
Day, we put on a number of trips and enrichment activities.  
 

Year Subject Venue 

7 English and History London Towers Trip 

8 Science Science Museum Trip 

9 Careers East Anglia University Trip 

10 Sex Education – Theatre Company Visit In school 

11 Maths mastery day In School 

12/13 Arts and Culture day London Trip 

 
The feedback from students and staff has been extremely positive and we are looking forward to our 
next LEAD day already! 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Head teacher. 



 

 
SAMUEL RYDER ACADEMY 
 
It has been another fantastic term at SRA. 
This term, the school welcomed volunteers from our partners, Deloitte LLP and NFT Distribution, 
parents, and our school governors to offer Year 10 students guidance and expertise in interview 
technique as part of the school's career's strategy. It was an overwhelmingly positive day for all 
involved.  
 
This term has been very busy for our musicians! As well as our first ever trust Concert at the Alban 
Arena, Year 5 and Year 6 choirs travelled to the O2 to take part in the Young Voice concert, 
performing alongside hundreds of students from all over. Finally, we finished our week off with the 
Winter Showcase (postponed due to the weather from the week before). Over 100 students took part 
including Year Two Recorder group, Primary and Secondary choirs and instrumental groups, as well 
as a number of our talented Year 9 and 10 soloists. Our students worked exceptionally hard all week 
and we are really proud of them for all their efforts. 
 
Congratulations to Jess Wood who is the first student at SRA to obtain the Bronze iDEA award. The 

Duke of York Inspiring Digital enterprise Award, known as iDEA, is an online resource that allows 

anyone, anywhere to access resources related to the digital world. The badges are designed to be 

relevant to online users, for example, topics such as being safe online, web design, cyber security, 

cloud computing and animation. These skills develop your ability to tell a computer what to do, make 

or build, as well as building confidence.  

This term we celebrated National Science Week at Samuel 

Ryder Academy! Year 7 were exploring space in lessons and 

were also out of lessons in the hall, looking at how UV light 

affects things and building different structures. Year 8 were 

making slime with Fab Lab. Year 9 and 10 had a guest lecture 

about historic space exploration and the future of this 

fascinating topic. They were also building new structures and 

testing their understanding of physics and Newton's laws with 

our guest workshops from EDT. There were House events for 

students and staff to make the best rainbow using acids, 

alkali's and universal indicator. Primary students were working 

on a huge array of different things for Science Week too. Looking at masses, weights, floating objects, 

making traffic lights out of acids and alkalis and competing for their houses too. Children were able to 

observe chicks hatching in the Butterfly room! Several other departments went cross curricular with 

English focusing on Science themed books for their reading lessons and MFL incorporating genetics 

and inheritance for Year 8 in their language lessons. We had Science themed quizzes sent around to 

use during registration. Finally, Mrs Jarman, Miss Timpson and our wonderful lab technicians took 60 

students to the Big Bang event in Birmingham to look at exciting new developments in the worlds of 

science. Looking at medicine, engineering, PhD research projects and many other incredible 

advances in technology that will be utilised by the wider world soon.  

Eight of our Year 9 students competed in the final Robot Rumble event. They had been working on the 

project for about 9 months across two academic years. The students travelled to the University of 

Hertfordshire to battle their robots against 13 others from the county. The competition was hard, with 

all the other teams having competed previously. Samuel Ryder were certainly an underdog, having 

never competed in this type of competition. The students were exceptional, constantly upgrading, 

rebuilding and reprogramming the robot. They should be exceptionally proud of all they have achieved 

and Monet Bradshaw - Brown won an award for the 'Engineer of the Competition'.  

This term saw our best mathematics week ever at Samuel Ryder Academy. It was a fantastic week 

from our Reception children investigating 2D and 3D shapes, to our Year 10 students who 

collaborated with our Year 4, 5 and 6 children to solve the number trails, through to our VI Form 

students who utilised problem solving skills to escape from a locked room!   To end maths week 2019, 

some of the Year 7 and 8 students went to Bletchley Park. In the first workshop, they were looking at 

intelligence and interception of information between allies and enemies during World War Two, before 



 

learning about the Enigma machine sent messages, and how the messages were hidden from the 

Allied troops – a fantastic trip! 

It has been a very successful term on the sporting front.  The Year 6 Netball team played in the Large 

Schools District Tournament last Saturday. Despite the cold, strong winds, all ten of the squad played 

with determination and enthusiasm, right to the end of the last game. Although they lost out to St 

Albans High School for Girls and St Albans and St Stephens, the team were very successful in their 

other four games; resulting in them achieving 3rd place overall. Throughout the tournament, they 

demonstrated an excellent level of skill, a good awareness of tactics and mostly importantly, a great 

team spirit. The squad collected the league 2 trophy as they were unbeaten in this league. 

The Year 10 Netball team competed in the District Plate Final. The 

girls worked together and managed to finish with a huge win on 

37-2. What a result. This means that the Year 10 girls are District 

Plate winners! Well done to all the girls that have represented the 

SRA Netball team this year. The U13 girls’ handball team headed 

to the county finals to compete against the best in Hertfordshire. 

They played three pool games, winning all three to qualify for the 

semi-finals. For a relatively new team to the sport, this was an 

incredible achievement.  The Under 13 Girl's Rugby team went to 

Cheshunt Rugby Club to take part in the Herts County Festival. 

The girls played three group stages, winning them all - 7-0, 6-1 

and 7-1, before making it into the semi-final where they again showed their dominance, winning 5-1. 

The final was against Sandringham, who had also won all of their games on the way to the final. 

Finally the boys U16 football team won the District Final against Sandringham 3-2 with goals from 

Bradley Young and Jake Carty, retaining the title from last year.  

This term we welcomed the students and staff of San Juan Bosco Salesianos as part of our second 
ever Spanish Exchange. The 17 students and their teachers, participated in many exciting activities, 
such as a day of workshops in school, a day out in London and a trip to Oxford, as well as lots of 
weekend socialising with their partners. Both the Spanish students and their English enjoyed the 
opportunity to share culture and build friendships.  
 
Matt Gautier 
Headteacher 
 
SIR JOHN LAWES SCHOOL 
 
It seems a long time since January, and a great deal has taken place in the weeks since then.  
Obviously a key focus has been supporting the students who are approaching the summer exam 
season but there have also been plenty of activities outside of lessons which have provided some 
balance to the academic pressures.   
 
At the end of January we held our annual Anti-Bullying conference where students focussed on the 
topic ‘Choose Respect’ designing posters, creating ideal anti-bullying 
ambassadors and even discussing what makes the perfect teacher for a 
respectful classroom.  We are delighted that our students are engaging 
with these issues and were even more pleased that they were joined for 
this conference by their peers from Samuel Ryder Academy.   
 
In keeping with our status as an International School, we have seen a 
number of trips take place this term including trips to Montpellier, 
Barcelona, and Berlin organised by members of our MFL, Art and History 
departments.  Our exchange partners from Alzey in Germany have visited 
us in Harpenden and as I write we are awaiting our American exchange partners for their UK stay.  
Add to this the annual ski trip that took place at half term and the Geography trip to Iceland which 
leaves next week and our passports have had quite a work out!  It is fitting then that this term also 
saw our International Enrichment Day, which gave students a change to engage with important global 
issues.   



 

Our International Enrichment Day shares its date with our 

annual Careers Fair, which has grown over the years into 

an event that attracts over 80 contributors from some of 

the country’s leading employers and sees Sir John Lawes 

visited by over 700 students from local schools.  It’s a 

huge amount of work, led by Mrs Honour-Jones, but the 

feedback is always tremendous and it was great to see so 

many young people thinking seriously about their next 

career steps.   

 

Our Eco-Schools group and our Oxfam group have been 

working hard this term keeping us aware of our 

responsibilities.  In March, our students designed and led a 

One World forum with the theme ‘Life Below Water’ at which 

they were joined by other local schools and our MP, Bim 

Afolami.  They have also co-ordinated a Sustainable Goals 

Week in school and a gardening day - to ensure our Eco-

Garden is ready for the summer.  Some of our older students 

also visited Parliament to lobby politicians on addressing the 

situation in Yemen.   

A highlight of the sporting calendar is always our Gym and 

Dance Display and this year was no exception.  Nearly 200 students took 

part in a dazzling display of skills and timing including a demonstration of 

circus skills.  The term has also seen other excellent achievements on the 

sporting front with successes in all areas at local and district level.  Special 

mention must go to our Senior Girls’ Basketball team who are county 

champions, our U14 Girls’ Badminton team who have won their regional 

competition and are now through to the National Finals, and to our Year 10 

football team, who are county finalists, with the final to be played next term.  

Well done to them all!     

 

 
 
Claire Robins 
Headteacher 
 
 


