
Monday 3rd December Trip to Charles Dickens Museum to explore life as a rich  and poor Victorian 

Learning Objectives: 
 
To investigate and interpret the past (use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past; select 
suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices; use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past). 
 
To build an overview of world history (identify continuity and change in the history of the locality of the 
school; give a broad overview of life in Britain from medieval until the Tudor and Stuarts times; describe the 
social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society; describe the characteristic features of the 
past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children) 
 
To understand chronology (describe the main changes in a period of history using terms such as: social, 
religious, political, technological and cultural; identify periods of rapid change in history and contrast them 
with times of relatively little change). 
 
We had a wonderful time at the Dickens Museum handling Victorian artefacts and exploring Dickens' house to 

further our understanding of life as a rich and poor Victorian. The children looked at original Victorian artefacts 

(primary sources of evidence) as well as replicas (secondary sources of evidence) in order to deduce what life 

would have been like for both rich and poor Victorians. We also explored the impact of Charles Dickens’ story 

A Christmas Carol on Christmas traditions from the Victorian times to present day. 

What we most enjoyed on the trip: 

Jack – looking around the bedrooms and dining rooms because it showed the difference between Victorian 

times and now 

Molly – looking at Charles and \Catherine’s bedroom because it showed their clothes and how much they liked 

to dress up for parties and how much they both liked to entertain 

Jake - handling the artefacts because I handled something from more than 200 years ago 

Harrison – learning that his dad went to jail and he had to go to work in a factory from the ae of 12 and 

imagining what that would be like 

Felix – handling the old Victorian artefacts because they are different to nowadays and you don’t get to hold 

them everyday 

Elliot J – seeing that they set the house out exactly how it would have been when Dickens was living there so 

you felt like you were actually there like the time when he was alive 

Rosie – seeing all the old artefacts because it was interesting seeing whereabouts n the house they’d have 

been used 

Josh – without a doubt seeing where Charles Dickens wrote his stories because I can picture him in his study at 

his desk 

Tom – seeing the dining room because it gave me a different perspective of what a rich Victorian dinner would 

look like 

Jackson – looking at all the paintings, especially the portraits, because they gave me a better image of Charles 

and Catherine and other people living at that time 

Natalia – seeing the difference between how Charles Dickens lived in his house and how the servants lived 

Callum – exploring the house in general and seeing it all decorated as Christmas in Victorian times. Also seeing 

his wife’s cookbook and thinking about the different roles of men and women in Victorian times 



Stanley – seeing the stuffed raven and hedgehog because the raven was funny (Dickens loved humour) and the 

hedgehog helped eat up insects to keep the kitchen clean 

Sophia – handling the artefacts because I loved seeing the things they had in Victorian times that we don’t 

have now like the butter churner 

Lucia – looking at all the clothes he and his wife used to wear like the one he wore when he went to see Queen 

Victoria because they look so different to nowadays 

Keita – comparing the differences between the Foundling museum and Dickens house because they were very 

different but around in the same era 

Oscar – looking at the bellows and seeing the replica as well as the real one which was broken 

Anayo – looking at the artefacts like the wallet which was 200 years old 

Sapphira – handling the old artefacts because I’d never heard of the bellows that make a fire burn brighter 

before 

Lily – dressing up as one of the maids in the kitchen because it was fun to see what the maids would have worn 

and imagine working as one in the kitchen 

James – doing the workshop because you could pick up the things that were 200 years old with the gloves so 

you didn’t damage them 

Seb – looking at the desserts because I have a sweet tooth and Victorian rich people had a lot of fancy desserts 

Digby – looking at all the original artefacts like the sword that Dickens wore when he went to see the queen 

Tilly – looking at all the quotes from his stories in the attic because I’ve not read any of his stories and it gives 

you a clue that they’re about rich and poor people which is our topic 

Toby – seeing the place where the servants would work and the big tub that they made puddings in 

Oscar PW – looking at the artefacts because I never knew it was called a bellows; I thought it was called a 

pushersqueezer! 

William – learning that Dickens wanted to be an actor before he became an writer and that he acted for 

friends in his drawing room when he had a party and recited some of his stories 

Leiah – visiting the nursery in attic where they had the wooden scooter because it doesn’t look like a scooter 

nowadays 

 

How we improved our skills as historians: 

I improved at handling old artefacts respectfully and carefully. 

I improved at learning more about people from the past by looking and listening for information. 

The trip impacted me as a historian by helping my understanding of a rich Victorian lifestyle. 

The thing that impacted me as a historian is that little things that happened in the past change the future 

greatly, like Dickens story A Christmas Carol starting turkey, Christmas pudding and the Muppets Christmas 

Carol! 


